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MODERN BOATING — February 1966

4 : F
ICTORIANS dcminated the Flying
Fifteen Australian championship
for the Duke of Edinburgh's
Coweslip Trophy, sailed on the

Derwent over the New Year. R. Boyn-

ton's Ffidelity took the title — but only

after a disqualification and a resail cf

the fourth heat — from R. Legg’s
Mirage.

Ffidelity's title chances dipped in the
third heat, when she was disqualified
after a protest by Mirage alleging a
port - and - starboard breach and
dropped from first to third on points,
with & win and a third to Mirage’s
twe wins and a third.

There was a sensation in the fourth
heat, when Ffidelity collided with
Mirage at the first weather mark and
withdrew. But luck was with Boynton:
Mirage broke & shroud in the collision,
retired, and under Rule 12 asked for,
and was granted, a resail.

Had Mirage simply withdrawn with
Ffidelity, she would have taken the
trophy home, because with two retire-
ments Ffidelity would have had little
chance of coming even second. The
fecurth heat resail and the fifth heat
were sailed on the same day and
Ffidelity won both — with Mirage fill-
ing second place each time.

Races were sailed in moderate sea
breezes Wwhich remained constant
and gave & slight advantage to hoats
with two-up crews.

Results: 1, Ffidelity (Boynton, V.),
3-1-D-1-1, 4091 points; 2, Mirage
(Legg, V.), 1-3-1-2-2, 3836; 3, Molly-O
(McCutcheon, V.), 5-2-D-3-4, 2480; 4,
Vagabond (Hobbs, W.A), 4-8-2-6-3,
2416; 5, Samantha (S. Brown, T.), 2-
5-4-5-5, 2267; 6, Pegasus (M. Brown,
T.), 6-10-3-4-R, 1711; 1T, Athene (Gor-
ringe, T.), 8-6-5-9-6, 1410; 8, Woclverine
(Carr, T.), 7-4-R-8-7, 1373, 8, Gazelle
(Rowberry, T.), 9-7-6-7-8, 1187; 10,
Folandra (Lorraine, T.), 10-11-7-0-R,
6e2: 11, Ktiki (Attrill, T.), 11-9-R-11-9,
578.

— Jim Burns
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MEMORIES AND REMINISCENCES FROM EARLY
CHAMPIONSHIPS

PART 3. R.Y.C.T. HOBART TAS 1965/66

he relatively new Hobart
fifteen fleet based th

the fleet had grown to around 15
boats in 2 years, after attracting skippers
and crews from the various dinghy classes,
Dragons, Diamonds and the big boat fleet

~ in Hobart. The local fleet was similar to

the one at Pittwater in terms of boat type.
The boats had dead flat fore and after decks
with flat wide side decks

Flying Dutchman skipper and was the
founder of Mouldcraft Timber Boats in
Frankston which ended up building dozens
of flying fifteen hulls in the mid to late
1960’s. As explained in an earlier article
Bob Legg relocated his business in
Queensland and developed the RL range of
trailer sailers. Indeed the influence of the
Flying Dutchman and Flying Fifteen may be
seen in the R L. 24. :

_The Mouldcraft flying fifteens had
quite flat decks with a

and carried heavy

untapered masts. You got ; .Sir OSSie had

the feeling this

configuration would not be  [the chain_plates

suitable for the -more

exposed ~ waters . and positioned‘

around 150mm
Sir  Osborne  Me- inside the

Cutcheon acquired a new gunwalé. ‘

stronger winds of the
Derwent River.

boat for this series. Built
by Bill Shand -in moulded

wide traveller bridge
intersecting the side decks
at the same level, in effect
creating two separate
cockpits. “Mirage”
carried a medium tapered
Keeley mast with Keeley
sails. Bob Legg had used
his Flying Dutchman
experience to come up
with ‘a fast well tuned
boat for _the
championships. e

ply, the new “Molly O” was

very similar to “Relience

1”. The cambered foredeck and rolled side
decks were varnished and fitted with non-
skid strips. The mast and boom were De
havilland sections and carried several new
ideas within the rigging. Back then the jib
was sheeted outside the shrouds so Sir
Ossie had the chain-plates . positioned
around 150mm inside the gunwale. To
compliment this set up the jib sheet track
was attached to two shorter tracks running
at right angles to the gunwales, giving
infinite adjustment. = The shrouds were
joined to the chain-plates by highfield levers
so the whole rig could be tilted forward oft
the breeze. This was in the period before
“on the water” shroud adjustment was
prohibited by class rules.

Another Mornington Yacht Club boat
was “Mirage” sailed by Bob Legg and
David Matthews. Bob Legg was a top

The other boat from
Victoria was “Ffidelity” from Davey’s Bay
Yacht Club and sailed by Bob Boynton and
Ian Syme. One interesting aspect of this
boat was the accurate electronic speed log
she carried. The speed assessment was
mainly used for training and tuning sessions
rather than in actual racing mode and was
found very effective. The original “Molly
O” had carried a less sophisticated speed
leg in previous years but its lack of
accuracy had made it more of a novelty.

John “Tally” Hobbs from Western
Australia had entered the championships
and competed in “Vagabond” one of the
three local boats owned by Stan Brown.

On a personal basis I'd been looking
forward to the trip to Hobart for months.
Firstly to compete in the titles and secondly
to view first-hand the boats competing in
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the Sydney to Hobart race, an event I had
read and dreamt of competing in for many
years.

Line Honours that year went to the
South African Ketch “Stormvogal” with

“Freya” the handicap winner. The glamour

boat of the fleet that year was the newly
launched “Balandra” a beautiful white
sloop with teak decks and varnished
topsides. Within 10 years she and all the
other heavy displacement boats with heavy
mast head rigs would become obsolete with
the advent of light displacement hulls and

~Hactional rigs.

I am amazed that big boat designers
from the late 1940s to the late 1980s did
not gain inspiration from small boat
designers such as the flying fifteen. The
latest generation IMS ocean racers are ultra
light hulls with long flat aft planing

sections. They are fitted with “bolt on”

exaggerated bulk keels, sep-arate balanced
rudders and carry fractional rigs. The
flying fifteen had all these design features
back in 1947! :

Much has been written and discussed
about the genius of Uffa Fox and on this
issue it would appear he was at least 40
years ahead of his time.~

However in 1965 it was a great thrill to
watch the race boats cross the finish linc at
Battery Point and be part of the incredible
welcome cvery boat received on entering
7 Constitution Dock no matter what time of

day or night. :

Back at the Royal Yacht Club of
Tasmania the National Titles got underway.
Right from the start the three Victorian

_ entrants were the form boats. Heat one
was won by “Mirage” from “Molly O” with
“Ffidelity” third. Heat two was won by
“Ffidelity” by 18 seconds from “Molly O”
and “Mirage” third. If racing had been
close for the first two heats the third heat
was a cliff-hanger. After two hours of tight
racing the three Victorian boats rounded
the last mark within seconds of each other
and headed for the finish line. Due to a
wind change this leg turned into a light

weather run. No boat could gain a break.in
the fading breeze and weré locked together
at the finish line. “Molly O” won by one
second from “Ffidelity” and one second to
“Mirage” in third place. A hard call for the
time keeping officials.

On sailing back to the marina we
calculated the win would make us series
leader after 3 heats. Our joy was short
lived however when the last boat to finish
protested against us on a pre start incident.
He rightly claimed we hit him on the head
with our boom as we sailed past. We were
subsequently  disqualifi-ed. Also
disqualified from this race was “Ffidelity”
after an incident with “Mirage” during the
race.

Heat 4 was sailed in a fresh 15-20 knot
breeze and choppy water, very suitable for
the set-up of the Victorian boats. On the
sccond beat the three boats were sailing
within scconds of each other well ahead of
the rest of the fleet. “Mirage” and “Molly
0” were sailing on starboard with
“Ffidelity” approaching on port tack. She

~ went to duck “Mirage’s” transom and saw

“Molly O” right behind, so tried a slam
dunk instead. It was too late and both
boats  collided, breaking “Mirage’s”
leeward shroud. This was before the 720
rule so both boats were effectively out of -

the race. “Molly O” went on to take the

gun for the second race in a row. Once
again heading back to the marina we felt

_we were back init afler the disqualification

and remarked “they can’t take this one off
us”. We were wrong! “Mirage” sought
redress and was successful. The race was
to be resailed.  This series was becoming an
emotional rollercoaster for us with

incredible highs and lows.

The one thing that remained constant
however 'was  the  attitude and
sportsmanship of Sir Osborne.” We could
have been in an unbeatable position so he
must have been bitterly disappointed, but
he remained optimistic and kept on smiling.
I was young and impetuous so he would
have to counsel me on occasions, simply
saying “You win some, you lose some”.
This was one of the many aspects that




made him such an immensely popular
figure.

The fourth and fifth heats were sailed
back to back on the final day. After a
patchy start to the series “Ffidelity” found

The class drew favourable comment
from sailors and spectators from the other
classes sailing on Derwent such as the
Dragons and Diamonds, who had never
seen the flying fifteen in numbers before.
They were particularly im-pressed with the

“Flyi.ng muen” cham:
pionships, !nllowinr
the sccond heat, here
today. © -

They -are. Fidemy «R.
‘Boynwn) and Mirage (R.
Legge), ” both' wlm 1807
points. - 5
‘In s dose nnl.sh in to-|i
day's ' heat,’ only 16 sec-|.
onds separated” the lead-|*
ers, Ffidelity ~and Moll-o'
dsq o(.’

1y’ (R. Boynten,
S

form and boat speed and won both races. downwind  perform-ance - in  fresh

This gave Bob Boynton and Ian Syme the conditions.

‘4th National Championship.  “Mirage” 2

finished second and “Molly O” third. Howard Proctor
“Molly 0”
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HOBART Sun.—~Thgee °
Victorian yachts

dominated the Austra--

lian - Flying Fifteen

champlonships right to

the end.

In the nn-\ tw% heats,

Vlctorla )
The final championship
R}:rcings were' idelity,
Mol iz V.. Sa-
man| (8. rown. Tas ),
Vazlbond (J. A, T. H




Australian National Championship Results

1965 - 1966 sailed the under Burgee of Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania

The Fourth Australian Championship attracted a fleet of 12 Flying Fifteens.
The series was sailed in moderate consistent breezes.

Fidelity, Mirage and Molly-O enjoyed close competition swapping places throughout all heats and
regularly finishing within seconds of each other.

There was a sensation in the fourth heat when Ffidelity collided with Mirage at the first mark and
withdrew, unfortunately Mirage broke a shroud in the collision and also retired. Under the rules of
the day Mirage asked for and was granted , a resail. Had Mirage simply withdrawn with Ffidelity,
she would have taken the trophy home because with two retirements Ffidelity would have had little
chance of coming second.

Ffidelity went on to win the resail of the fourth heat from Mirage, with a repeat of these placings in
the fifth and final heat Ffidelity won the series

Unfortunately we do not have a full set of results for this series, howeuver, the first place getters
were:

Place Boat# Boat Name Helm Crew Home State
1 868  Fidelity Bob Boynton lan Syme Vic
2 764 Mirage Rob Legg David Mathews Vic
3 867  Molly-O V Sir Osborne Howard Proctor Vic

McCutheon



